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EXTRACTS FROM SERMONS ON VARIOUS TOPICS.
"One of the besi pioufs of the superiority of tlii' Church of ChrNt to all mere

imman organizations :uil social forces Is the fact that for its tru-- prosperity ami
riV.inri-iui- t among men It must depend, llrst of all. on supernatural forces.

h jfli control and conform all ihe human to the one great end of the church's
The Reverend Jo.epluis Stephan.

'Man's deepest need i the forslvciiti'3 of through Jesus Christ. has Its
urdens. and he supplies those iuallt!es of mind and heart which enable us to be
maftenu in the hour of trial." The Reverend Doctor D. 11. Skilling.

"Sometimes Xew Year resolutions land people In perplexity or failure because j

t . y have started on the principle that one new year can correct all the failures 0
I u sooa many old years. There vociferous demands for reformation would drive
. crazy if we tried to take them all; and instead of saying the more the LctUr.

.e ought to say the fewer the better; because only one resolution kept Is belter
iii-- a Eood many resolutions which drop out by Ihe w.i." The Reverend Dui'.ur
.' W.' Day.

Passion is weak because It is never stronger than the mini who explodes it,
explodes In It. and st never rises to any supernatural altitude, but al-- v

.'is creeps and crawls alon.; the lower levels of our personality. Love wing.--, it-

s' 1: out into a world which these cannot nadi, and thrives at heights :wa beyond
tn-i- diminutive tempests." The Reverend Doctor V. J. MeKittriek.

"We like to Hatter ourselves by the thought that we hold a patent right on the
1. . gdoin of God. There may be all sorts or intellectual conceptions, but

i' which defines the true church in all ages and places Is the practical recojtnl- -

n of the Lordship or Christ. Jesus must be head of the thing." The Reverend
t . cor C. I!. 1'atton.

"There are hypocrites in the church, but they are outnumbered by the ihnu--.n- is

of hypocrites outside of the church." The Reverend James X. Cruteher.
"Too many of us are leading nmbitlonlcss lives. We have long been contented"

''h too little. Many fiersons are satisfied with an experience like that of mcle
- a mud turtle." The Reverend Cecil V. Cook.

"If a man would win Christ, lie must turn his back on the world, for no man
lining put his hand to the plow. and. looking Kick, Is tit for the kingdom of

'.1." The Revercr.il Doctor John F. Herget.
"The essential difference between Judaism and Christianity, which Mendelssohn

brht ved to be ill the insistence on dogma by the one ami an absence thereof in the
"I'.tr. did really exist, but not as he understood it. The difference lay latgely In

i. viresj and emphasis which the newer religion put upon the external confession
ni .be faith." The Reverend Doctor ramufl Sale.
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FUTILITY AND UTILITY

OF NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS.

Do. tor Day Says "One Kesolve
Kept Is Heller Than Many

I'rokcii Ones."

''t, Revt rcntl Doctor John V.'. Day. pas-i..- i-

if the I'nltarian Church of the Mes-- s

ih. preached yesterday on "The futility
.mil t'tillty of Xew Year Resolutions." bas-- .t

g his sermon on 1'hilipplans Hi. US: "This
m.- - thing I do." lie said, in pait:

Though each one of us can begin a new
ai at any time, the time which every-

body accepts, as the new year Is for that
r sni a particularly Rood lime for every
cue to make the year in some way really
nrw. It is a time of good resolutions, and
one trouble al"ut carrying them out - thai
so many of them come before us. They are
like the cabmen who greet us on our arrival
u a. nt , city; v,v tevi like taking them all,
ao if m a strange place we needed all the
safe conduit we can get. If we stopped to
choose between them we might never take
any. because the longer we deliberate the
mere infused we get. What we do is very
.practical, even though it may not be very
reasonable.

We take one. generally the llrst one. Al-
t',ough we may think how much better off
we might have been if we had followed
somo other one. we know how much better
ulf wc ace than We should have been if we
had taken none, or tried to follow all.

Sometimes Xew Year lesolutions land
people in perplexity or tailuie because they
have started on the principle that one
new year can correct all the failures of a
good many old years. These vociferous de-

mands for r. formation would drive us cra-
zy if .we tried to take them all; and instead
of saying the more the better, v.e ought to
say the fewer the better; because only one
resolution kept is better than a good many
resolutions which drop out by the way.

Another way in which people make a new
year resolution tutlle Is by taking too big
a one. TBere is no virtue in the resolu-
tion; the virtue is in what is kept, and
many a man who lias started with pride
nnd vainglory beeau-- e he has begun to be
so good, ends In chagrin and pessimism
because so little has ecme of it all. The
sudden part of an conversion is the
change of wish, the turning about on a
new path, but as conversion was ever sud-
den In completing the wish and in arriving' '

.at the end of the path. When people .for-
get this they load the biggest task they .

have on the back of this one little resolu- -
lion, and then wonder win It does not go.

Jt coerirt go uecause me loatl is too

SUFFERING

INSPIRES

heavy A bad man Is converted when he J""'' l a'irger whose summit-wan- ts
to be Kcd. but lie Isn't made good . "r.VA n',Ta'',w seen on sea or

lit- - Hulmv niti-ntrA- I . m'l ri.l t I

mVarie thhV Vhoil.1 ianraV luwvtl,: I ftj'Vhi ovf I
" ,Lt en'cT

grtSlntrlSK1 'c'aVr'y XotiihVlTs'o Mve U. 'and theis r't ,. luitipnct that comes from olsfwheru is nev- -
iv iLiii in r iuiiii uiu;in wiiii 11 Miiiu; lie
stands congratulating himself that the!"?" ur"llu "'., .' the skin ofthimr i !.?.. his rHn. ,r,. liVfiv snt, f lve '. seflshiivss

ssersitch.Ml or poundel will make the b 00
Kap with Illogical swlftn-- s : nl .111 vt It to

1:e '! langerotts velocity MtnUy
sensitive. It cries before it is hurt and

)vh",n ll ls hur,t a '.'"L6 hU'
"Pride always ready for a clash, ready

......, . ...... .... . ....,-,- . .. ..... . , ... ,

In Itci Hut Ihicn nf t 11 m muu 11 tntn nli! It--
had gasoline enough to take him ten miles
rrom home and not enough to take him :

back. If new year resolving is going to j

amount to anything it must choose one
thing, and select the kind-o- f thing which
Is within the mnr. f our rtvernee nl.iiliv
If you think there is any doubt about your

(tnsk. take one you can be honestly sure of.
If the tiling you must du be too heavy ata year's measure, divide It up. If the whole
new' year in too long a stint for you to
stake honor on. take half of it. or quarter
of It, and then besiu again. For honor is
at stake and also the will power itself;
and tne Worst effect of one back-slidi- is
that the way becomes slippery for every
other effort. Xot to get what you aimed
lor is ma enougn. nut to cheapen

to stretch the will beyond elasticity
so that it becomes- flabby and inert Is sigreat deal worse. It Is "altogether worse
than any failure in itseir. The one point
about new year rt solutions is that they
should have something to show Tor them-
selves.

"You must see your investment at the end
of the term whatever happna ihe will
power is the capital which musi b' kept In-
tact and even if the interest i.-- small vou
are richer than as IT the rate had beenlarge at the start, with los-- of botn interest
and principle at the end.

"Then a third very ordinary and familiar
eautlon about resplutlons Is that thev shall
be concrete and not abstract. You mav
choose one resolution and that one not toohard, and yet it may amount to nothing
because it was not expressed in terms of
real doing. General resolutions never have
commanding They are like a general
whose battles were all fought on paper and
who in his first real tight was beaten. You
can think tow tills is? so in manv ways. A
child resolves to keep his first diarv. liegenerally doesn't because that resolve Is
too vague and abstract. Without anv dis-
tinct plan of what he will record, his'dav's
doings soon become hardly worth lepeiit-Sn- c.

and lie might write the whole vear bya ditto after the first weeiT.
"Rut if he make; up his mind that lie will

watch the thermometer and set down itsreadings every-- in.irnlng. or simply writeone word each day which shall record someactual observation, he Is much more likely
to Keep it up. There Is something definiteand real. The longer it Is done, the longer
it is likely to be continued, and at theend there Is a body of information whichis interesting and which the whole famllvwill find useful. Rest of all. the dlar hasbeen fcrpl. and it ls a better diarv ' thanthe haphazard record whose gaps soonmake resolution gape. Suppose a man liar
it fault of disposition and resolves to cor-le- ct

li. He will not succeed if he simplvrames th" contrary disposition. If he 13
troubled with procrastination, he will notmend It by resolving to be on lime every-
where. If his lireakfat-tnbl- e feelings showlittle of the refreshment or the night. It willnot help him much to resolve to be wrvcheerful henceforth. It is a simple matterto reso.ve that a bad fmper shall not showltelf again: but It Is a prettv poor tem-per which can be bent right in this w.iv.0 what is worth a great deal more thantin worthiest resolution of this kind is 1I10t' alu'inn wnlcli names one nartleular con-crete thing Just to tay. Good morning,with warmth, will do more to bring cheer-
fulness than to nur.-- good na-tur- in silenceand Indistinguishable from moroscness Jutto break the Ice of intercourse In orefriendly word will do more to sweeten lifethan any general resolve of good-wi- ll which
Jakes no pains to provide an outlet. Thisis. In fact, the method religion itself needshe spirit is educated by acts that follow
iar-pe-- c more than by. purpose alone Thepower of is part or the anwerOod makes- to our crayers. The best proofof grace is gracefulness, and the righteous
mind Is- worked out in particular behavior.T he time is coming when no one will believe
111 n leiicion which docs nnt ..,..- -
people better, and when Christianity' willswing about Christ's; saying, 'Bv theirfruits ye shall them." "

Have Your Fire Loss Adjusted by
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OF LOVE

HIS TEXT.

Tin- - Hfvt-ren- Doctor AY. J. Mc- -

Kittrk'k Preaches From Lmi-s- i

Presbyterian I'ulpit.
The Reverend Doctor W. J. McKittrick,

pastor of the Cirst Presbyterian Church,
preached Inst night on "The )j

!ve." taking as his text 1 Corinthian- -.

Mii. 1: e Ions-- " Tho doctor
said:

"The roots of love are in unselfishness.
Xobody can love anyltody or anything until
he gets out of himself. Any other concep-
tion of the contents of this Immense word
is a degradation of it. Melodrama, in lit-

erature and In life, has strung alons it
rows of srew-ga- that have no legitimate
place anywhere In its neighborhood. The
two things from whicli it is remotest at
the foundation are often foolishly poured
into it on the suiface: and they are pas-
sion and is unacquainted
with either of them. Roth of them are
centered in. and draw their nourishment
from, that region of our hurna'i nature that
knows least and cares least afout the di-

vine altruisms of sacrillce.
"Passion if weak because it in nevjr

stronger than the man who explodes It. or
explodes In it. and st never rise-t- o

any supernatural altitude, but always
creeps and crawN along the lower levels of
our personality. Love wings Itself out into
worlds which these cannot reach, and
thrives at heights away beyond their dimin-
utive tempests. It may be truly said that
we taste of life at its sweetest, richest, best,
oulv as we unclothe ourselves of all petty
ilesiie, and come to its feast as those who
are ready to stand before altars and give
themselves away in ecstatic

"Passion burns us and greed dries, be-
cause neither of them stretches its tendrils
down to the depths where the waters of
life are, of which if a man drink he shall
never thirst. In the attempt to drive our
lives into peace we break them into piece-;- .

When love comes there is a new Hush of
color above a new horizon of life. We die
ami rise again. Old things uass away under
the expulsive power of a new affection and
before the blessedly destructive breath of a
new birth. Then are we strong. Then we g-- t

hold of the kev of life. Then We see' the
sheklnah of its glory glowing und biazins
all around us.

"Love Is stronger than death because it
is stronger than life, and it is so because
it is above us and dominates us with im-
perial proclamations, because we are m
longer our own. but sold out of self and
bought into unelf. and our tents hence- -
i. i.t..i .,!,, .. ntf.in

,! i .ln-'iv- -- m.tu wltlon i'npn...tiirtr u ui .' ' - -

to foam and toss in a catainct of un
loosened pas'-lon- . Knvy runs Into vice and
crlm at a gallop, breaking into frenzy at
the encounter of obstacles, and scattering:
H mtan. small dust over the Judgments
ot reason and conscience. How easily the
baser parts of us take fire. How we snap
like threads at the tug of some devil from
the uttermost coiner of a carnal desire and
are witnesses of our own undoing, in a mo-
ment. In the twinkling of an tye. under the
sudden hot gust of an evil acnetlte.

"The heart of man is deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked desperately
deceitful, as well as desperately wicked
a betrayer of itself, a destrover of Itself
when left to itself. But love does not leave
it to itself. Iive takes it out ot itself. The
little linger of a little baby iifts it so far
above its ancient neighborhood as to make
it a citizen of another kingdom and fill its
veins with the blood of another life. The
history of this fact is the history of hu-
manity. From brute to man. and from
man to angel, and from anael to Gcd. winds
the same golden line and sounds the same
holy song. And wherever vou find It. in
hut or in palace, on Sahara sands or among
the cholis of heaven, you llnd not onle that
which is purest, but also that which isstrongest of all the ehildieii or the heart
of God. strons for patient bearing, strong
Tor unwearied watching, strong for long,
long suffering.

"What is it that makes a man .stand l

as a rock and let storm after storm
of fiery hail pour into his bosom withoutdriving a curse to his lips or a despair into
his soul'.' What will enable him to endureuncomplaining the wastes- - of isolation,
wheie there Is no comradeship for him savethe roar on the other side of silence? WhatIs It that will make him deaf to a churn-ing swill of persecutions, and dumb with-th- e

dumbness of a red Indian at the stid.--e
when calamities are piling their fagotsabout Ids feet? What is it that beats in
.the breast and stirs at the heait of ailvicarious suffering and glorifies our hu-manity with some shining threads or thevery glory or God?

It N love, the Kve that surfers long, thatcan live on a crumb of hope, that can liieand sing without any hope at all, thatkeeps a mother clinging to her son whenthat son is jushing down toward hell, thatties a child to a father when that father isbeating It with savage blows and stagger-
ing Into i drunkard's grave, ihe lo;e thatis mightier than anything that is b.irn ofmen because .t is born of God and isclothed, shielded, armored, with theand power of God
And when we look for the supreme

of this ot love we al-ways lock In one direction.
"Christ must have been in the thoughtot Paul when lie wrote this radiant apoth-

eosis of love, that rises above anvthhi? InMiakespeare or Milton as a meadow larksoars iiti from the grass and mounts intothe skies. ClnKt was neither mystic norsentimentalist, and the love for which hestands In ihe luart of God and In the his-tory of the world is that eternal, sacrificiallove, which Is the very essence of uurHeavenly Father's personality, and is the
atmosphere in which the whole Divise
Providence moves and works. The two fun-
damental principles of our Savior's teach-ing, the sonship of men to God. and thebrotherhood of men to men. are the directand Inevitable outcome of that love of Godthat was revealed in Christ more fullv.more luminously than in the sum total of
all other divine revelations. Jesus was rat-urat-

with God even as God is saturatedwith love. And therefore that love was In-
vincible because it was God. It was the
mind or God ami the spirit of GoC. Thetiiumph bf Gethsemane was unfolded from
it. and the death on the cross was its su-
preme manifestation. Our salvation from
sin and our redemption into holiness are
nroufcht about by the one omnipotent pow-
er that masses all the regiments of heaven
into a unit that cannot be overcome bv all
the regiments of hell. The victory Is'ulv-e- n

to us through Christ, and Christ is giv-
en to us through the love cf God. and the
love of Gcd is given' to us because God is
love, and love suffers long, is patient,
cleaves its way throimh discouragement.
never gets tired, never gets beaten, never J
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HE REYERKXD DOCTOR W. J. McKITTRlCK.
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church.

gives up. never goes unCtr. all the
night long, lei's in, I prays all the iay
thnugli. becaun- - lew is Ood. and tie

of 5d is in love just a surely
as the almightintss of love is In Und. It is
Cod full of love, and love full of Cod. that
ki eps our faith and ho:e mounting up as
on eagle's wines. Uur salvation is not from
within, but in something that c.imes to Ui.
in something that js given to us, in some-
thing that is worked through us from
above. In sonn thing that engulfs 11s into a
larger sir. Into a life hid with Christ in
Cud. sheltert it with Chris! under the love
ef Cod. triumphant with Christ thrugh
Ihe spirit of Cod.

"Temptation is strong, ani the fiesh is
weak, and tlooi afttr Hood threatens to
e:uiy away the whole fabric of our faith,
but thank God that no welter ef waters ean
. ep eut the love of Cod in ChrUt. ami
through Chris; In us. and that no writer of
rtre can burn away the denial foundation
of our hope, ano that the wot Id, the ilej--

and the devil m'm all sut render their
swords te th- - holy power ef him who i.i
building bis temples within us ami

their pillars with the lilies tf love."

TELLS HOW WE MAY BE

"MORE THAN CONQUERORS:'

The Iieverer.il Cecil V. . Cuoic
Preaches Interesting Sermon

to His Xew Congregation.
The Reverend Cecil V. Cook. I'll. D.. the

new-- pastor of the West Park Rapti.st
Church, preached yesterdav morning on
'Christian Conquerors." tuklmr as his text

RRVKREXD CKCM. V. COOK. Ph. 1.,
Pastor of the West Park Rapust Church.

Romans viii, ST. "Xny. in all these thlncs
we are more than conquerors through him
that lovtd us." Sir. Cook saitl in pait:

"The apostle has been sic-ikin- about th.a
things calculated to draw the early church
away from Christ. He has given a series of
striking worcl tribulation. :iiiguish. per-
secution, famine, nakedness and peril. In '

these may be included almost every form if ;

temptation to apostasy, known to the ne'e. :

Yet. in all these, he savs. we may bt
'more than conquerors.' not waiting lor
tl.-- victors crown up there, hut we may
gain a victory that Is more than a victory !

here ami now
"In bringing us hls inspiring theusft.

Paul apeals to a fcelln.' that Is latent in all
of us. In all the affairs of life, be thev ,

great or small, people prefer to be victors.
Thej' would rather overcome than be ovti-com- e. '

Kven the laziest schoolboy would
lather pass than fail. In all life'

when we meet antagonists. liindriices
or even mies. if we have them, we want
to 'come out ahead." as we sav. In trial-- , '

soinws. !os:-"s- . we want to meet them
so they cannot conquer us and leave

and worn. We arefer train to loss,
salvation to punishment, thouvh we may
be making no effort to reach heavin, we
prefer going there.

"Hut I would have vou think of those
who are satisfied with a bare victory, v.'iul
have no ambition for more ih.-u- i that. Itthy just do pass. In their examination.
in school, thev are content."

"Think or the gemrral who could have
won a grand victjry and lost few men, but
instead failed to plan or . to strive, and
then in combat every-- :mldier strained every
muscle, many fell, victory hung in the bal-
ance. He jusi missed defeat. U.-- v.e ad-
mire him? Think also of the man who has
been a chinch member for vrais. nis fel

have, been much etnerned
about him. Often lie nirrowly missed ex- - i

pulsion. Iir.s he ever helped tiie church?
Xc. Has lie brought honor to his iord?
Alas! no. Is he saved? Yes baieiv. i"He will slip into heaven, creep Into the ifirst place he can find, explaining: Well, I

am saved, anyhow.' Ho you apiiaud him? i
"He makes us ashamed of our race. What j

a low. sordid conception he has cf the j

w Idciieys or tod's mercy! t
'Wi 'Plai--- e blm who barely wins after

struggling with a fearful antagonist. It
is glorious when a ship comes crawling
Into poit with sail gone, great holes gouged
in her sides and every man working the
pumps. To reach home was thought im-p- o

ible. but not one sailor said so. Our
tears fall like rain when we hear tho-'- c

heroes tell of the tlavs and nights of terror
and awful struggle. Rut what of that lag-ca- id

ship that tarried till our eyes were
dim with long watching?

"What of that Hie that should have tri-
umphed in everv action? What of him who
follows hip leader so far off that, after the
victory. like the craven that lie is. sneaks
into camp where his fellows aie. worn but
glad because of victory! He tries to shout,
but the words die on his lips.

"Will there be a difference in the shout
of welcome that the nngels give him who
comes with arms filled full of sheaves,
nearlne- a diadem lit with stars, and that
with which they greet the soul whose, life
was selfish in the extreme? He had not
the mind of Christ, who came 'not to be
ministered unto but to minister. Poor seal! I
His temperament was that of a hos. He
fattened on all he could get trom his Ixtrd.
but he hail nothing to give.

"He had enough faith to trust in God's
mercy, but he presumed on it all bin day3.
All the gratitude, monev. service that he
gave had to be forced from him.

"I bring you the higher ideal, hinted at
in the words 'more than conqueror." Do
not be content bv simply meeting the things
with which we have to do. without failure.
Rut when troubles', sorrows, hindrances
come, fling, them frcm you with fortitude

Olive Stud

aim neaii-ptac- lie more tnau a mere
conqueror.

"Such a soul does not creep through a
nanoiv entiance into heaven, ills is an
abundant enframe, richly supplied. Thegate suings wide tit receive him. lle.is notjust raved ami no more. !Je is saved withplenty to spare, every letter spelled witha capital, lie never intends to be defeated.
See how unassailable such a soul is. He is
almost beyond the reach of temptation. Hislife is hidden with Chrl-- t in God. Hisaspirations leap upward. His calling is a
n:-- i. one; none nis ureams are selllsli.He never said How little can I do?1 His
life ls full of self-givin-g and beautv. I
wonder that Got has l.orne with this selfish
world so lon;r. in all its grasp-
ing spirit. Jesus came to give us thoneaveiilv idtal of how much more beautifulami noble it is to give than to get. to lovethers than to love self, to give God andour :t(,v,-- j t'te moot possible, not the lasl"Tne soul's error Is in aiming too low.
Aim high tis vnr: I welcome anv man
Willi a message Ihnt w'11 lift .tl.o-- ,t...
low idea!., ot this world-lif- e that clings soto ,it. 1 iei' ice in any exiienetiee or
01 dan 1 or disappointment that will heln unpeople up to a higher (oneeption of theirworth, their oppuitunities and their gifts.

' Too many ot us ore leading ambltionless
lives. We have lung been contented withtoo little. Many persons are satisfied withan experience like that of a mob- or a mud
turtle. God intends us to enjoy only the
eagl-.-'s- Rut Ihe question conies quite nat-
al ally. .May eaeh of us be 'mure than con-quei-

Ul our days, and then have theabundant entrance, u- - has not God endowed
some rare spirits richlv. but the rest of us
must be content with less?

'Tin-r- tomes the timid faith, the unwor-
thy ambition again. Such a life Ls- not onlvpossible, but comparatively easy, with
Christ supreme. To let him be so is nevereasy, but all the rest is with him where hebelongs at the center of our being. Wemay then spurn cur dilllcultles and hav a
.'ort of holy nrroitance of victory. Tin.

I consciousness of Christ ill us is then our
nope 01 victory. ,111 inings are possitne to
him that belli eth.'

"Shall we settle down comfortably in our
snug lifeboats and say with evidenti am saved; I was snatched
from the waves Just now." and not make
our lives c unt gloriously? Shall we miss
the lare joy of grasping upreaching as we,
sail idly through a sea of suffering human-
ity, with tlie souls in pain around us. un
loved, unaided, unsought, this year?

"Must we do battle with the things that
oppose us, afr:JI. uncertain or the out-
er tne. or shall we begin the year certain
that we shall il.ii.--h it mure than conquerors
throbth h'.m that loved us?

Have an ambition to be so strung in the
Lord that yen cannot be overcome. Mako
p vnur aim to go to your long home like a

j s (i erdi ! full sail, entering the harbor
I .' iio!y n-- t mirronlj mUsing the reef.
, Hive the abundant mtrance. Do not
I laded at mr Hindrances, unless you aie
fro g in mm.

ftut lie mn smile at
U h- - imlB the vk ' i.''

LESSON FROM SODOM

FOR SINFUL WORLD.

Example 01" Lot's Wife Is Kelnled
by the Jieverentl Dnernr .John

R Iler-c- l.
The Reverend John F. Iierset. pas-to-r of

Watt r Tower Haptist Chinch, preached yex-trid- iy

moining on ihe lather unusual
theme. "Remember Lot's Wife." His text
was taken from Genesis xlx. 1,. Lscape
lor thy life; look not behind thee, neither
stav thou in all the plain: escape to the
mountains, lest thou be consumed." He
f.il.l:

"Lot was a type of ihe worldly Christian.
He was tired with worldly ambition and had
an insatiable desire ti accumulate material
possessions. Whtii he separated from Abra- -
hafu it Is thererote quite natural to find
him. with an eye to wirldly advantage.
pitching his tent toward Sodom, anil in th"
toiirst of a kIiiiii time moving into th-i-

wicked 1 ity. This was all unwise move on
the patt or Lot. fur 'the men or Sodom were
v.i"kcd and sinners before the Lard, ex-- 1

eeitllngly.' and in his displeasure the Lord
had determined to destiny fiiilum and the
(iiies of the plain. Hut the Lord had com
passion on Lot. and sent nis angel to de-
liver him ami his family. Lot lingered, and
the angel said: 'Escape for thy life."

"The need or cvape In lot'-- - case was
vtiy evident; the city of Sodom was to be
destioved. According tc tile prophet Hze-kie- l,

the causes of the iniquity of Sodom
wele thiee pride, fullness of bread and
abundance of idleness. The three things
alone are sufficient to bring about the

of any peepl- -, for every one Unit
is proud in hesrt is an abomination to the

thev that will lie rich fall Into
temptations- and snares and into many fool-
ish anil hut tful Us!- -; and It ls always true
.hat the devil finds work Tor idle hands
to do.

"Rut Lot had no buslnesit In Sodom.
His onI excuse wn" the love of worldly

For Hie sake of tht-- 'e he bad
put in jeopardy his own soul and th" sown
of his wife Mid children. Now two courses
were open to hint, either to remain with Ids
po?'es?le ns in Soi'om a'nd perish with
them, or to escape with his nf,., leaving
all behind,

"Tlie case of I.ot is the case of all sinners
Those who would b" saved must flee from
the "city of destroction." Yon must leave
behind the things, the ways and the nen of
S ;i!rira. If you chouse you may cling to
those tldrgs for a few more hours, or a' few
more year?, perhaps, and if you do not for-
sake them vou v.i'l perish with them, and
what shall it profit a man if he gain the

v. hole world and lose his own soul?' Escape
ror thy life.

"There if abo need of haste. Tiie Lord
had given Lot plenty ' time to grow weary
of Sodom and leave it. So doubt Lot had
said to h!melf many a time: 'I am getting
sick of all this unueidliness: torn" day I am
going ti get out of this place." Rut he hadput the matter off until now there was no
time to loe. God was going to destroy the
city that v-- ry nicht. and there was harJIv
time fcr Lot and his family to escape. If
lie would be saved he mut make haste.

"Your case, my unsaved friend. Is just as
urgent. You ray you expect to leave th
'city of destructiein' some day. but that

ou are young and have plentv of time.
Rut the Lord says: 'Remember thy Creator
In the days uf thy youth, before the evil
days come." You say yen will have time toescape at the Inst moment. It Is trim ih-t- t
God saves some, even at the' last moment.
ov tne skin of the teeth.' "so as by lire."

"as a brand plucked from the burning." Thus
he caved Lot. thUH he saved the thief on thecross, for he is abla to save 'unto the ut-
termost." Yet die is unwise who risks his
eterral happiness and salvation on that
chance, inasmuch as for every one saved
at that late hour A hundred, yea. a thou-
sand, perish. for thy life. Stay not,
do not even look1 behind you.

"There isi dancer in looking, back. Re
member Lot's wif". As she thought of her
beautiful home. her costly furniture, her i,

fine garn:e..t-t- . her piicebss jewels, bar
friu:ds in solum, she could not resist the
temptation to look li.uk. Her heart lusted
altir these things. She paused, turned tilook, contrary tr God's command, antl p

"How hrid It is for men to give up Iliie
tliiii;, of this world! As th.. Israelites
lusted after the !hJi nnt of Kisvnt. as l.ot';i
wife liistid alto- her ire.ismes in
mi ll'cn chave to til- - iriasurcs of till wr-r- l '.
which so tn.n become corrupted and moth- -
eaten. If a man would win Christ, he mi-- t
turn his l.aek nn the .ttrld. lor 'no man
having put his hand to the plow, ami look-
ing back. Is fit f,r ihe kingdom "f Goa '
.M.J- - lie bt so iinprc." ed with the vanity 11'
woildly thing- - ard Hie reality of sHiriliVil
t ' that we truly -- av with t':e
A pestle Paul, '11111 one ihh.g I do. fnrget- -
11,'g the 'iln.'s which a'e lii hind .'Mi'

sti teiiipg itirwer-- l ti the thing: wnich a e
iicfiic. I pre-- s on it waitl the g.i.-.-I. t no
tl.e prize nt the high ot God 1.1
Chf'st Jese ' "

HAVE THE JEWS A FIXED

AND DOGMATIC BELIEF?

IiM'lir Stile ,il 'lennile Sh'iiire
Kini'lh (.'oni'itne-- ; His K"lii;o"i
With Ths.it l' Christian Chanli.

Iincttii- SMe disciM4pii the li.vitv and the
latitude of the taitli of th" Jews at Temple
Shaare.Kint til yesterday. He said in pari:

" the question ha olten i asked. What
do the Jews believe? The answers were
manifold. When tie- - Dreyfus infamy
being enacted, a pric-- t at the .Madeleine in
Pari.-- accused ihe Jews 111 public serv ce
of being atheists ant! materialists of the

ilyi. i v.i.ild rot i.wbrtnke to de-

fend my couligi. nist.--i t any such
geneial charge. On '.lie face of it. it is raise
ami unjust, and t'e fact that it was made
in such a sweepn-.- manner 1-.- tne ne.-- i
piiyif that it was prompted by personal and
liinenten Diiif. 11 not malice.

"There are some Jews, no doubt, who are
111 lterlr.llsts. but ! s'lbmlt that they are no
exception In this particular, and share this
tendency of our age. us dt plor.ible as it
may be, with those who were born In other
faith". We admit that the synagogue is in
somewhat of a perplexity t- -- day. There is
quite a laxity anil indifferei ee n the part
of the Reformed Jews with regard
to mattt rs of religion. They do not culti-
vate the ideals of th' ir ancestral faith as
sedulously as they, who are the descendant--
of the prophets, should do. Hut the church
has to contend with the :nne iliiliciilties.

"The notion that the Jews have no fixed
or wfll-defin- religious tents arises largt-l- y.

I imagine, from the fact that there i

nothing in our history or literature corre-
sponding to the symbolical books of Chris-tianit- v.

and that we have no creeds ami
confessions binding upon all. which have
ever been declared authoritative by any
supreme ecclesiastical body. At various
epochs or our hlstoiy the religious tenets
of Israel have been proclaimed. The first
enumeration or doctrines supposed to be
essential to our faith was made by Chan-an- tl

ben Chuschlel of Kalroan in Arricn. In
the first hair or the Klev't-nt- Century: the
second exposition we owe to the philosopher
and historian. Abraham ben David or To
ledo, who lived one hundred years after
diamine!, and the third and most widely
known and accepted doctrinal summary was
made in 11K by Hoses Malmonides. the
man whom .Munk calls the light of the
synagogue. While these several statementn
were representative: It must not lie forgot-
ten that none of them was ever declared
to be authoritative or universally bbidtug.

"The fact that we Jews have hail no sects,
despite wide divergences on questions of
faith, were in Itself proof sufficient that we
have never hail an universally recognized
creed. Rut tills circumstance does not Jus-
tify the conclusion that Judaism has no
dogmas at all. that a Jew Is absolutely at
liberty to believe everything or nuthins.

"Mendelssohn was of the opinion that
Judaism was revealed law. and not revealed
religion, and that he (dio conrorms to- - the
requirements or this law, as they have
come down to us, is a Jew. Moses Men-
delssohn had not grasped the idea of hisgreat contemporary und friend. I.essing,
that the hum-i- family was undergoing a
process of development and education, of
continuous change in its intellectual and
Miritual constitution, and therefore there
could Iw no such things asi universally nrvd
eternally binding forms either of law "or of .religion.

"The essential difference between Juda- -

a . . . ..urn hi .- -t

THE REVEREND DOCTOR FRANK W.
PNEED.

Pastor of the Washington and Compton
Avenues Presbyterian Church, who has
been unanimously call.'tl to the E-is-t Lib
erty Presbyterian Church. Pittsburg. Pa.
This church is the largest In Western
Pennsylvania, and it is r.ot improbable
that the tloctcr will accept the call.

ism and Chii-tiarlt- y. which Mendelssohn
believed to be ill the insistence on dogma
by the one am! an absence thereof in ihe
other, did really but not as he imiler-tloc- d

It. The difference' lay hirc'lv in the
stress and emphasis which tlie newer re-

ligion put upon the external confession of
the faith.

"While Judaism had its doctrines and
tio:;::ias as well as the Christian church it
did not convene a council or a synod In eh
clare th-.-- as the only hxe-- nil" and guide
of Taith. and make them bimllirj for all
time to The beneficent consetfuences
of this absenct of an authoritative creed
among the Jews are plainly seen in tlie
tact that freedom of thought has never
been hampered among them and that the
synagogue never regarded science with
alienation.

"While there have been bigots among the
Jews, they practiced fanaticism on thelrown
hook, without any authorization or the
larger body to whicli they claimed adher-
ence'. It has always been held in the syna-
gogue that the homage which man pavs
his God must be the free-wi- ll of
Hie soul ami cannot be coerced. A3 vet 110
insliument has been invented with which tomeasure either the depth or the com-
plexion aor a man's conscience and convic-
tions, and they are and must ever be thecencern of God and the indlslilual soul, andnot ct man and man. Is"Among ihe modern Jews, the views of tothe higher criticism have been widely ac-
cepted, and are preached from the pulpit,
and yet 1 have yet to hear of one trial tor
heresy or one excommunicatiun. This is
due to the fact, not that the Jews
have no doctrines of ralth. but that thev
have no Apostles' Creed.and no Westminste-Cateehism- .

The ter.ets of our ralth have
been subject to continual changes in

with tlie intellectual and material
conditions under which our ancestors have
lived.

"Some of our greatest men In the past be-
lieved In the coming or a personal Messiah,
whose mission It waj to rratore the- - Jews to itPalestine, never to redee'm them from sin.
To-da- y this belief Is largely residuary, even
among the orthodox Jews, and the mention
or it in the liturgy almost perrunctory:
among the Reformed Jews, the beilef in a
personal Messiah lias completely vanished,
and the olden Ideal of the prophet of mes-
sianic ageiias superseded it, the ae of uni-
versal peace and Justice.

"Thus. Judaism has never been bound to of
any of its temporal manifestations, but has
been free to ally I'.stdf with even' new ex-

pression of the mind and the g

soul of man."

PREACHES FIRST SERMON

TO NEW CONGREGATION.
of
InThe Uevcrem! Doctor &killinjr. He-gin- s ef

Pastorate of Web-sie- r

(J roves Presbyterian Chnreh.
The Reverend Doctor David M. Skilling,

paster of the Webster Groves Presbyterian
Church, preached his initial ermon yes-
terday, anel took as his text the words of
Peter, as recorded In Anrs v. 29: "I ask.
therefore, for what Intent ye have sent for
ine." In the course of his sermon he said:

"The?e words are ihe ones to which I be- -

J

nee t.,o(i s spun lias ti,recieu niy iiimu 1:1

oxpittatiun of th's service this morning,
and they are full cf siigge.-tlon- s for us es--

I we now enter upon this blessed relatioaship
01 iasior ai-- people. Tne passage 01
Sciloture from which the text is
makes clear the fact that where God has
a message to deliver he moves in the hear
ft his messenger, ami of him who i to re-
ceive the mes--.tge- .

"'Cornelius .is prompted by the spirit to
tend for Peter. Peter is Instructed i.v Ihesame spirit to respond to the call of the

. . ..... .. ....... ....,..-..-.
i ? r '''TWdrn

..... .$, .. -- .. A

REVKRENO HA ID M SKH I IX i.
Pastor of the V ehsier Gravis I".

Church.

centurion. You. as the people of God. have.
looked to your Master for lil.-in- guiil.iu.-e- .

antl by Ills spirit he has promote I v. u to
send for me. and I. seeking guiitnn.-- e rm
the same source, haie boeti mtiv u to an-i- i"

yji - call.
'The call of God, as I have heard it. is a

dcsiie within my luart to till the
possible sphere of usefulness. With my
heart yet tender over farewells recently
spoken. I ask the question. 'For what in-

tent did ye send for me?' If I understandycur intention aright, and tho duty of ray
ofilctj. I have come to you, first of all. to
preach unto you the gospel of Jesus Christ.
I shall preach Christ to you as the Savior.
There Is no other name given under heaven

m,-- whereby we mut lie saved.
Man's ticepest need W the forgiveness of
sins through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Rut
I shall preach Christ to you as a daily
friend also. Life has its burdens, and he
supplies those qualities or mind and heart
whicli enable us to be courageous in the
hour or trial. Ami I shall preach him toyou as your comforter in sorrow.

"The dark night of sorrow is illumined
when he is present, and his words, 'itnot your heait be troubled.' are realized asthe jiersenal message to his suffering child.
Seccnd. I have come to you to be your pas-
tor. When you receive me Into your homesand "Jve me a place in your hearts' arfec-tic- n,

the true sympathy which is ever nec-essary to the Ideal relation or pastor andIi'ople uill not in wanting. Third, I havecome to you to be your leader in aa ag- -
,""" v.orK. wuu tne opportuni-ties here on every side for active sen-le-

this church ought to advance to the attain-ment of u. yet higher position. Let us eachme, then, this morning In an active,
aggressive service of our blessed Lord andaiasttr. and let our earm st prayer lie. "Es-
tablish thou the work of our" hands andhearts, O Lord.' "

SAYS OUR PROSPERITY
MUST COME FROM GOD.

The Keverend Joseph Stephan on
Difference Between Material

antl Spiritual Prosperity.
"A New Year's Prayer for Spiritual

Prosperity" was tlie subject of the sermon
of the Reverend Josephus Stephan ot
Mount Auburn Methodist Episcopal
Church. South, yesterday morning, basetd
on Psalms US. 2j. '(). Lord, we beseech,
thee, send now prosperity." He said. 111part:

"The horn of our material prosperity in
this country ls at present overflowing withsuperabundance in the agricultural, com-
mercial and manufacturing world, and ofcourse, as a sequence, in the e'cclesiasilcai
uisu. iiui mere is a wine difference be-
tween material and spiritual Prosperity ana
the divine estimate of each In the life oftne church.

"We are prone to glory In mere numbers,
wealth, social prestige, and material ad-
vancement. These are- - not to be despised,
and are needful in carrying on our woric:but never can thev be a true inelex. inthemselves, to the prosperity of the church.In Insure success in any difficult worldlyundertaking they are always requisite. Butone of the best proofs of the suveriorUvor the Church or Christ to all mete hu-man organizations ami social rorces Is thefact that for its true prosperity and ad-
vancement among men. it must depend,
lirst of all, on supernatural forces which
control and conform all the human to theone great end of the church's existence.

"This Is the burden of this prayer of Da-vid's, which we make for ourselves on thethteshcld of another year. It is offered onthe promise that our prosperity must come
iinm e.oti ana. irom tne w Testamentstandpoint and history. It depends on thopresence and energizing power of the Holyhplrit in the church. It was not until thespirit was given at IVntacost that thochurch began, without manv human ad-vantages, to produce such wonderful re-sults, anel it will always be thus. Tlie hard-e- st

lesson Christ had to teacli his disciplewas. !!- - kingdom ! not of this world " ashad before been declared by the prophet'not by might, nor by power, but- hv mvspirit, sa th the Lord.' He is the Indispen-
sable element which constitutes thestrength of the church, who subordinatesand uses all Its human advantages andagencies in the conversion of the world."This ptosperity. for whicli we pray, willbe. manifest In several particulars, the firstif which is a true appreciation of tliehouse of God. with all its nriveleges Thican never be accomplished from .1" mresense of duty. The fact is that the gre'atmultitude remain away from our churchesbecause they don't enjoy the services, whilethe faithful attendants do so because theyenjoy the blessings of the sanctuary When-ever these blessings are regarele'd as amere matter or convenience: the prayermeeting as a gathering gootl eiioueh ror arew old men ami women, but of little inter-t-?'

'ill. !" '1"MC of members In active life;study or the Sunday school Jitonly for little children: the ordinances ofreligion and the ministry- - only respectableappendages to society, which "must bethen we discover indeed that a rem-edy is needed, which is r.ot found In the
m.a4.',rial PfOfpt-ritj- - or the church. .There may be a sri:ism,i.He ;,rtn,inA
and Interest. like the moving, twitching ofgalvanized ccrese. through the pleasur'
alue excitation of something new and sens.itional. but, without snirltual vitalitythis interest soon dies out. What is neededthe vitalizing power of the Soirlt to givethe membership a true spiritual appetiteand to make the entire services, in

of the church, like n --rentmagnet, which will continually draw" andhold the people.
"The prosperous church is a witnesslne-chinch- .

This wa Christ's plan froVri
beginning. 'After that the Holy GW-- ib Income upon you. ye shall receive power""and
.l-- Mian lie H.lliess 01 me. It is Ilosslhle.. .1.... Kd.vii t.. e,- - n in 1 eii ecciesiastteiiclub, held together by social and othe- - tieswhich stands Tor nothing positively CttiriJ'
ual. tlie witiies"!:mr enureh vt,,.,.).. t In
niritual. n benevolent, u hole iVr., ,A..

declares by verbal testimony to d IiviinrChrist, who 'saves his peonle rrom theirsins.' ami by the lire or holiness as mani-fested in every act and relationship Weare to the world the declaration of what Nthe end or all the appliances or the gopeIThe highest evidence or prosperity in hnvchurch is when it most universally realizes
Christ.

"f w.1"" 'V'1 keeping power ofIt characterized bv 11 homilove, which unites in loving
and a life consistent In every-day social and business relations: Christ-Ik- echaracter In its humility. Its purity anddevotion, anil a benevolence, which wiseiynnil unseltishlv cpens its purse to everyworthy cpunc.

'Lectureships and books and sermans ofevidence may be helpful In meeting the as-saults
li

of skepticism, but the great need we
the church is a positive living testimonythe actual transformation cf the Iivsits adherents One genuine life of a truefollower of Christ Is more convincing andirrefutable than thousands or polemical in

and lectures, and can make moreblush than all the recitations ofthe mest scholarly. This Is an elementneeded in our day. a witnessing Christian-ity; end thus the every-da- v lire or thechurch, in Its individual and" collective ca-pacity hushe3 every unbelieving tongue insilence and makes reverent every heart."A prosperous church ia an aggressive

force in the world. It will not stand mere-
ly on the defensive holding its own, satis-
fied with itself. Its mission is one ot irre-nresi-

conflict and ef enterprise. As n
ilvme force in the world it must resist, re- - y
ir ve and suppress evil m all its hydra- - t
vailed forme It has l of social jrighteousness ."s well as tine of Dcnce and-- -

t nasolaiimi. The kingdom of righteousness
and th- - kingdom of the world is directly
antagonistic, ami to ha'inonlze them is to
atttinp; the impo-'.-'ili- l- ami to prove a trai-
tor to t.ur Lord. One of the evidences of
prnspeiit" is the power to defy and rise
above t.ur .Hence and indifference in the
tace of the modern Goliaths. whose number
antl seem to multiply with thepasing of tne years.

"The of .souls :s the objective
point ef such a church, and it is the con-Ma- nt

reward of aggressive and
effort. A passion for souls is a mark ofrelationship to Christ and the first frulis of
'he spirit. When manifest in the life of the
taiurcli.lt is Christianity in earnest. This
marked the prosperous days of the church
from the beginning, it was a reroid ofaggressive evangelism ami ingathering ofthe saved. Three thousand in one day andtlaiiv were added those wh' were being
avcd. A church which iJ In its sphere,

a iivinc power, and which iias not themissionary spirit which Irresistibly sendst'te gespel panacea into ail the world, athome anil abroad, cannot If said n lie a.
piopeious church, however many other ele-
ments it possesses.

"The magna eharta of every church is.
'Go out into the highways anil bedies. ami
compel them to come in. that: y tmu-- u
may ue nilett.- - instead of thtoreilcnllv dis- -
eus.-in-g tiie important but hackneyed "ques-
tion. Ho".- - u. reach the masses? better
would it he if we had the constraining. Im-- 1

tiling love of I'hri.-- t. which would send Hiout to them. The most prosperous businesshrusfs. a? a rule, are those who have th..
Iarge.--t number of drummers and solicitorsnie seeking their trade, and in this higher
sphere or business of converting the world,lie church s in proportion to the-- pint, or love-fillt"- .: men and women, whoare oui compelling their feiiowmen tocome to the great gospel Tenst. Ili.hopKeener ha Methodism as 'aprovidential agei cy for worrying i.eop!o
.".0Jn? tburcn.' and when we realize howindifferent the masses an-t- o their spiritualinterests, and how dim. nil for them totura n. Chri-- i it is an apt

of the mark or every trulvsplrit-flllc- d church. It is ever worrying bV
the preaching or the truth, bv temfer 'ov-In- ir

ministeries. by earnest entreaty am'persistent eS'crt the soul .f the io- -t andthe Christless about them.''

APOSTLE PAUL'S OPINION

ON TRUE CHURCH."

iJneroi" H. Patton Says Conllict-inj- r.

Maims Are Kesnir of Mo-

nopolistic Idea in Keli-fjon- .

The Reverend Doctor C. II. Patton. pastoror the First Congressional Church, preachedyesterday morning on "The True Church."taklr.fr as a hasis of thought I Co-
rinthians i, 2: "Thp ci,i,rcIl ot G(yi wht., l:,at Corinth, even them that are consecrated.In Christ Jesus, called m 1... uini. ifiY
all that rail upon the name of the IirdJe-su-s Christ in every place, their Lord anelemrs. This was the flrt of a series or
sermons on this book, and the doctor said,
in part:

"The purpose of the Apostle Paul in writ-ing this letter to the Corinthian church wasto e'orrect them in certain errors of doc-
trine and practical life; and berore we liavogone very far Into the epistle wo shall seehow caustic and severe his criticisms were.
This being his Intention, it was both wioand kindly in his salutation to recognize themany excellent things In their life, ami toassure them that they were a true church
of God. For thus the opening statementnas me torce or a lull definition of whrt
tne true cnurcn is. There are many wl
ami injurious claims on this subiect. vari
ous sections of the church asserting abso-
lute right to the title The Church of G01!.
Some base their exclusive claims on cer-
tain forms of government, others on the ob-
servance of certain ceremonials, still others)
on the fullness and minuteness of their
doctrinal statements. These conflicting
claimu are the result of the monopolistic
idea In religion. We like to flatter ourselves
by tlie thought that we hold a patent-rig- ht

on the Kingdom of God. Now over against
all this excluslveness and narrowness is thostatement of the apostle. He calls It tho
church of God in Corinth. God owns it ami
he alone has a riant to assert Its nature,
and the conditions of membership. Thi
prepares us for the broadest kind ef stato-me- nt

of what the true church is.
"To begin with, the test is- not that ot

government. True, when the apostle speaks
of the church In Corinth he supports our
Congregational idea that the local churchis
complete in Itself; that each congregatioa
is a distinct and trua church: but there 19
no assertion here of government as making
the church; and. as If to guard against any
local restriction of the institution, he cou
ples with the Corir.thlan Christians 'all
that call upon the name of our Lord Jexus
Christ in every" place." Furthermore, the
essential thing is not a statement of doc-
trine. There Is no Intellectual test here,
lie does not even insist upon the accept-
ance of the "Apostles" Creed." In fact, they
had no formulated creed In those days, and
If they had had one they would not have
used it aa a test of church membership.
Creeds there must be as the church comes
to study the great truths of Christ in their
relation; and the intellectual element must
ever be prominent In Christianity; but as to
the central, determining thing In the church,
that shall mark it as true or false, thu
creed is not mentioned by Paul. Coming to
the positive stntement. If I would sum up
the text in a single sentence I would say
that he defines the true church ns the as-
sembly of those who have confessed Jesus
Christ as Lord. There may be all sorts
of Intellectual conceptions, but that which
defines the true church in all ages ami
places Is the practical recognition of the
Lordship ot Christ. Jesus Christ must be
head of this thing.

"There Is no getting away from this clear
assertion. Notice how many times Paul
refers to Jesus Christ as Lord In theso
opening nine verses no less than eight
times. Every conceivable aspect of church
life Is here traced to Christ. Xo rival per-
sonality, no copartnership with other re-
ligious founders, no human intervention.
no ecclesiastical substitution ls allow esl.
More particularly St. Paul describes the
members of the true church as those who
are 'sanctified." or better consecrated "in
Christ Jesus."

"In the consecration the divine ownership
Is recognizeel by the members. They sur-
render themselves to God. It Is "in Christ
Jesus' because it ls the result of his re-
deeming work received by them in faith.
This gives the distinctive Christian char-
acter to the church. General Ideas of the
divine ownership of our lives do not en-
title us t membership In the church. It
must be the sens! of the ownership brought
about m Christ Jesus. It must be the per-
sonal holtl of his life upon ours that com-
pels ils into the church. If we belong to
him then we ought to be in the church. If
we have accepted him as our personal Lord
then we should let him also be our Lord In
the community of believers.

"Af for the purpose of It all. they aro
"called to be saints." Literally called to be
clean people. God's purpose and their pur-
pose is to have their lives clean and whole-
some, like that of Christ. All who" have
that purpose are saints. Let us have don
witli the restricted use of the word saint.
The very Corinthians who are rebuked for
evil practices later on are here called saints.
They are names! for their purpose and for
God's plans in their behalf. Another
specification in this definition of the true
church is that its members "call upon thename of our Lord Jesus Christ"; that is.they maintain a living relation to him Inparyer ami fMIowshlp ot life.

"This description of the church Is not a
mere Ideal in the apostle's mind, an unat-
tainable vision. He goes on to speak of
actual attainments among the Corinthians

the direction of realizing this great pur-
pose. He says they had already been en-
riched in all things in Christ, in all know-
ledge and utterance, that the claim of the
gospel of Christ to sutxlue evil in man and

roclety was being substantiated in their
lives and that God"s faithfulness is

them and Is the assurance of still
further attainment In Christ-lik- e character,
until they should stand "unreprovable" be-
fore Christ. He Is about to reprove themfiercely for their faults, yet he holds hefore
them the blessed day when thev shall be
members of the true .church of God inheaven, participating In the character amiglorv of Christ.

"This is what we are. brethren, as achurch of God an aEsemblv of those conse-
crated to God In Christ, called to all rightliving. In the daily contact of our lives withthe living Christ. Let us live up to thisideal. Let Us consider ourselves as In thetrue church of God. not In any narrow,
exclusive or boast mi way. but in thankfulrecognition of God's grace imparted to us

Christ. This. too. is the church which
ask our outside friends to ioin Do vou

know any other society which "has this
Ideal, and whicli can give vou this heio?
You too. are "called" to this membership,
called to Christ, "called" to participation

the society of God.

Have Your Fire Loss Adjusted by

THRASHER HALL,
St. Louis.
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